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DUVAL COUNTY ELECTION ADVISORY PANEL 
MEETING MINUTES

August 13, 2014
3:00 p.m.
Don Davis Room
1st Floor, City Hall

117 West Duval Street

Attendance: Scott Wiley (Chair), BeLinda Peeples, Karen Nuland, Megan Mauney, Leslie Goller
Excused: Katherine Carithers, Sheri Treadwell, Natalie Alden
Also: Jeff Clements – City Council Research; Jerry Holland – Supervisor of Elections
Chairman Wiley called the meeting to order at 3:06 p.m. with a quorum present and the members introduced themselves for the record.  
Minutes
The minutes of the July 16, 2014 meeting were approved as distributed. 
Canvassing Board diversity letter
Motion: approve the letter as prepared and distributed by Leslie Goller, with an amendment to replace an omitted semicolon – approved 5-0.
SOE website
In response to a question from Scott Wiley about whether there is a place on the Supervisor’s web site to find out who contributes to political action committees that contribute to candidates, Jerry Holland said that he has seen that information and will check to see if it requires a link on the local SOE web site to the state elections web site.
Early voting

Mr. Holland reported that early voting for the primary election will take place at 18 locations beginning on Friday, August 15th. The hours will be 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at all sites except the SOE headquarters downtown, where the hours will be 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The SOE web site will have maps to all of the early voting sites and will report current wait times for each of the locations. Sample ballots have been sent out and are arriving in mailboxes this week. Absentee ballots are already being returned and a number of them have been returned with voters having marked 2 candidates for the School Board District 2 seat, even though the words “Vote for one” appear under the District 2 heading. Apparently some voters are confused by the number 2 and vote twice for the same race, which invalidates those votes. In response to an inquiry, Mr. Holland indicated that his prediction for voter turnout for the primary election is 22%.
Absentee ballots
The Canvassing Board is in operation and is reviewing absentee ballots. Approximately 16,000 of the 60,000 sent out have been returned, with approximately 50 rejected so far for various reasons. Only one unsigned absentee ballot has been received, and that voter was contacted and has provided a signature and affidavit and the ballot was processed. Ms. Goller reported that she has heard that some voters were confused by the absentee ballot reminder form sent out recently to all households. It contained two ballot applications and she has heard that some voters filled out both, or did not understand the directions about how to fold and seal the application before mailing. She also said that some voters have tried to request an absentee ballot for only one particular upcoming election but have been told they can’t do that. Jerry Holland explained that voters may request an absentee ballot for the next upcoming election or for all elections in the next two years, but not for some elections and not others within the two year cycle.

House District 13 qualifying
Mr. Holland reported that Representative Reggie Fullwood has filed suit in the Fourth Judicial Circuit in Jacksonville to appeal the Division of Elections’ rejection of his qualifying papers because the notary public failed to check the box indicating how he/she knew the applicant. A hearing is scheduled in the next two weeks and no new qualifying period for that seat has been set until the judge makes a ruling.

Congressional redistricting ruling

Pursuant to a judge’s order, the Florida Legislature has re-drawn two Congressional districts to make the districts comply with the state’s recent constitutional amendment regarding fair districts.  The judge will hold a hearing next week to determine if the new districts comply with the constitutional standards. The judge also ordered the state Division of Elections and the supervisors of elections in the affected counties to begin preparing a timetable for a special election, if that should become necessary. Twenty five counties are involved, as the changes adopted to the two challenged districts impact on seven of Florida’s house districts. When asked, the supervisors of elections in the affected counties are advising voters to vote the ballot as it stands now and not to assume that another election will be called using revised districts in the near future. It is prudent to assume that the candidates on the ballot for the districts as they currently stand are the candidates that will represent you for the next two years in Congress until a court definitively rules otherwise.
Imeson Election Operations Center

The call center went into live operation yesterday.
Gateway early voting site

Mr. Holland reported that the site will open for early voting on Friday morning. Leslie Goller wants to visit the site to check on the lighting and signage.
Election publicity

Karen Nuland reported that she had sent out an information packet on the elections to all of the radio and television stations for which she had contact information.  She requested that Mr. Holland have his staff provide her with the SOE’s full media contact list, which he agreed to do. BeLinda Peeples reported that she had attempted to communicate with several radio talk show hosts but had not been successful in arranging appearances on the programs. Mr. Wiley said that he would be seeing talk show host Dick Brown later in the week and would attempt to arrange an appearance on his show. Leslie Goller suggested that the SOE send out another round of publicity reminding voters that early voting opens this weekend.
Assisted voting sites
There has been little change in the list provided at the last meeting.
EAP membership
Leslie Goller’s reappointment was approved by the City Council at last night’s meeting.

Voters with disabilities
Jerry Holland reported that he had talked to the Mayor’s Disability Council yesterday about the election cycle and early and absentee voting opportunities. He has also talked to the JTA about changing some of the policies for the Connexion paratransit service to better serve persons with disabilities who use the service to go to a polling place. The JTA is considering changing the standard 5 minute wait time to 15 minutes for riders who are dropped at a polling place for purposes of voting. This would eliminate the need to schedule a separate return trip. JTA is also considering changing the policy regarding charging for rides to the polls and may allow free rides for voting purposes.
Public comment
None

Staff was requested to send the Supervisor of Elections’ letterhead to Karen Nuland

There being no further business, the agenda meeting was adjourned at 3:48 p.m.

Jeff Clements, Council Research Division (904) 630-1404
Posted 8.13.14
5:00 p.m.
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